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DEAR EARTHWATCH VOLUNTEER, 

We are looking forward to working with you in Nicaragua in 2014. We will be building on the results collected by 
Earthwatch volunteers over the last five years, and starting some exciting new aspects of the project too.

The aim of this project is to find out how the ongoing de-gassing from the active crater at Masaya volcano impacts  
the local environment. We want to understand how the outputs of the volcano change with time and how these affect  
the environment with time. We will investigate the processes going on inside the volcano and discover how these relate  
to the eruptive activity eventually seen at the surface. We will then follow the gases and aerosols into the environment 
and study how and why they are concentrated within certain flora and fauna. The implications of this work are wide 
ranging. Our results will feed into global climate change models and, on a local scale, we will be able to evaluate the 
impact of volcanic pollution. 

There are two components to this project, volcanology and ecology, but the most important aspect of the project is  
that, with your help, we will integrate the two studies. This integration is giving us unique insights into how and why 
volcanoes affect their local environments, and we hope to develop new ways of predicting the impact of future volcanic 
events on local populations. With your help, we will enable local people to be better prepared for the next volcanic  
crisis. Eventually we hope to be able to identify suitable flora for use as part of a mitigation strategy against the effects  
of volcanic pollution. The results we get here will be usable at many other active volcanoes worldwide.

We very much look forward to meeting you and working with you. 

With very best wishes, 
Prof. Hazel Rymer; Dr. Mike Gillman; Dr. Glyn Williams-Jones; Dr. Caroline Rymer; Dr Hilary Erenler; Bethan Burson

CONNECT 
WITH OTHER 

EARTHWATCHERS!  
FIND US ON FACEBOOK  

AT FACEBOOK.COM/ 
EARTHWATCH OR ON TWITTER  

@EARTHWATCH_ORG,  
AND ON YOUTUBE  
AT YOUTUBE.COM/ 

EARTHWATCHINSTITUTE

https://www.facebook.com/Earthwatch?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/Earthwatch?ref=br_rs
https://twitter.com/earthwatch_org
https://www.youtube.com/user/EarthwatchInstitute
https://www.youtube.com/user/EarthwatchInstitute
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EARTHWATCH SCIENTISTS: Prof. Hazel Rymer,  
Dr. Mike Gillman, Dr. Glyn Williams-Jones, Dr. Caroline Rymer, 
Dr. Hilary Erenler, Bethan Burson

RESEARCH SITE: Volcán Masaya National Park,  
Masaya, Nicaragua 

EXPEDITION DATES: 

 Team 2: Feb. 23–March 1, 2014

 Team 2&3: Feb. 23–March 8, 2014 

 Team 3: March 2–March 8, 2014

 Team 4: March 9–March 15, 2014.

GENERAL INFORMATION
EXPLORING AN ACTIVE VOLCANO IN NICARAGUA

Complete travel information is not  
available in this version of the briefing.

Please contact Earthwatch  
with any questions.
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Read this expedition briefing thoroughly. It provides the most accurate information available at the time  
of your Earthwatch scientist’s project planning, and will likely answer any questions you have about the  
project. However, please also keep in mind that research requires improvisation, and you may need to be  
flexible. Research plans evolve in response to new findings, as well as to unpredictable factors such as  
weather, equipment failure, and travel challenges. To enjoy your expedition to the fullest, remember to  
expect the unexpected, be tolerant of repetitive tasks, and try to find humor in difficult situations. If there  
are any major changes in the research plan or field logistics, Earthwatch will make every effort to keep  
you well informed before you go into the field

TO DO IMMEDIATELY
q  Make sure you understand and agree to Earthwatch  

policies and participant responsibilities (see pg. 24).

90 DAYS PRIOR TO EXPEDITION
q  Complete and return your volunteer forms. Below 

are the specific forms required for this expedition:

	 q  Earthwatch Participation Form for Adults

	 q  Travel Form 

To complete forms, login at earthwatch.org.

Note: If you have signed up for an expedition within  
90 days of the start date, you must return your fully  
completed volunteer forms as soon as possible.

q  Pay any outstanding balance for your expedition. 

q  Book travel arrangements (see the Travel Planning  
section, pg. 14, for details).

q  If you plan to purchase additional travel insurance,  
note that some policies require purchase when your  
expedition is booked (see the Insurance section,  
pg. 21, for more information).

q  If traveling internationally, make sure your passport  
is current and obtain a visa for your destination country,  
if necessary (see the Passports and Visas section, 
pg. 17, for more details). 

q  Make sure you have all the necessary vaccinations for 
your project site (see the Health Information section,  
pg. 20).

q  Bring your level of fitness up to the standards required  
(see the Project Conditions section).

60 DAYS PRIOR TO EXPEDITION 
q  Review the packing list to make sure you have all  

the clothing, personal supplies, and equipment needed.

30 DAYS PRIOR TO EXPEDITION
q  Leave the Earthwatch 24-hour helpline number with  

a friend or relative (see page 28).

q  Leave copies of your passport, visa, and airline tickets  
with a friend or relative.

q  Confirm your travel arrangements.

TRIP PLANNER

http://earthwatch.org
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REQUIRED ITEMS

GENERAL

q		This expedition briefing

q		Photocopies of your passport, flight itinerary, and  
credit cards in case the originals are lost or stolen;  
the copies should be packed separately from the  
original documents

q		Passport and/or visa (if necessary)

q		Certification of vaccination (if necessary)

q		Documentation for travel by minors (if necessary)  
(see Volunteers Under 18 Years of Age in the Travel  
Tips section, pg. 17)

CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR FOR FIELDWORK 

q		Earthwatch T-shirt: Please wear it to the rendezvous

q		Lightweight, quick-drying pants and long-sleeved shirts

q		T-shirts

q		Shorts

q		Gloves for climbing over rocks

q		Sun hat

q		Sturdy, broken-in hiking boots with good ankle support

q		Sweater or sweatshirt and long trousers for cooler times 
and evenings 

CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR FOR LEISURE

q		At least one set of clothing to keep clean for end of 
expedition 

q		Clean clothing to change into in the evenings (field 
clothes will smell of sulfur after they have been worn  
in the field, and may retain that odor for a couple of  
wash cycles)

q		Sandals or comfortable shoes for around the hotel  
and town

FIELD SUPPLIES

q		Insect repellent spray

q		Backpack for field supplies (at least 10-liter/ 
22-pound capacity) 

q		Water bottles (minimum of two one-liter bottles or 
hydration pack)

BEDDING AND BATHING 
NOTE: Accommodations will provide bedding, a mosquito 
net, and a towel. We recommend that you bring an 
additional towel. 

PERSONAL SUPPLIES 

q		Personal toiletries (biodegradable soaps and shampoos 
are encouraged)

q		Antibacterial wipes or lotion (good for cleaning hands 
while in the field)

q		Personal first-aid kit (e.g. anti-diarrhea pills, antibiotics, 
antiseptic, itch-relief, pain reliever, bandages, blister 
covers, etc.) and personal medications

q		Sunscreen lotion with SPF 30 or higher

MISCELLANEOUS 
q		Spending money 

q		Torch (flashlight) or headlamp and extra batteries 
(primarily for visit to lava cave)

OPTIONAL ITEMS
q		Towel(s) (recommended; lightweight camping towels  

are great)

q		Camera, film/memory card(s), extra camera battery 

q		Drybag or plastic sealable bags (good for protecting 
equipment like cameras from dust, humidity, and water) 

q		Pocket knife (pack in checked luggage)

q		Duct tape (you may want to roll some around a water 
bottle for easy transport)

q		Hiking gaiters to keep ash and debris out of boots

q		Travel guide for Nicaragua 

q		Earplugs

q		Blank CD, DVD, or flash drive for sharing digital 
photographs at the end of the expedition

q		Travel guide

q		Books, games, journal, art supplies, etc. for 
recreational/rest time and travel

NOTE: Required and optional items lists are accurate to the 
best of Earthwatch’s knowledge at the time of publication.

EXPEDITION PACKING CHECKLIST
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THE STORY 
When most people picture an active volcano, they probably don’t 
imagine one like the Masaya in Nicaragua. The Masaya Volcano 
is persistently active—that is, it erupts constantly—but it does 
not spew out molten rock; instead, it releases a steady plume of 
gas. Persistently active volcanoes may erupt violently—for 
example, Stromboli in Italy and Arenal in Costa Rica typically 
explode magma tens to hundreds of meters in the air every 20 to 
30 minutes. But for the most part, like the Masaya, they emit 
gases rather than rock.

Just as a violent eruption dramatically alters the landscape 
around it, the Masaya’s plume powerfully shapes its environment. 
We know that crops often fail downwind of the volcano, but we 
know less about how the gas emissions from a volcano like the 
Masaya impact local biodiversity, and how persistent volcanic 
activity might hinder economic development. On the Exploring 
an Active Volcano in Nicaragua project, you’ll help us address 
these questions. We’ll study the path and ultimate fate of gases 

erupted at Masaya, starting with the source magma and  
moving through the gas plume into soil, water, and, ultimately, 
plants and animals. When we know how volcanic pollutants 
travel and where they end up, we can help local people live  
more harmoniously with the Masaya—by cultivating more  
acid-tolerant crops, for example, and developing safer 
evacuation policies for themselves and their livestock.

Our study of the Masaya could also give us insight into the global 
impact of persistently active volcanoes. To address human-
induced climate change, we must better understand natural 
processes like volcanic eruptions. While eruptions increase the 
amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and contribute to 
the greenhouse effect, their influence is much smaller than that 
of humans burning fossil fuels. And volcanic eruptions also have 
a cooling effect, because the sulfur-rich gases they propel into 
the atmosphere form dense clouds that reflect solar radiation 
back into space. Through this project, we hope to learn more 
about how volcanoes like the Masaya fit into this picture.

THE RESEARCH
EXPLORING AN ACTIVE VOLCANO IN NICARAGUA
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RESEARCH AIMS 
While scientists have done some work around the Masaya 
Volcano, our study is the first to systematically analyze it. With 
the help of Earthwatchers, we collect data there every year,  
with the following objectives: 

•  To identify the physical and chemical signatures associated 
with persistent activity and changes in these signatures 
through time;

•  To understand how the local ecosystem responds to persistent 
volcanism, and how it regulates volatile pollution levels in the 
environment; and

•  To combine the physical and the environmental science 
measurements to give us an understanding of how physical 
changes in the volcano affect the environment.

To reach these objectives, we take both volcanic and ecological 
measurements. On the volcanic side, we: 

•  Measure variations in the gas expelled from the volcano, which 
contains contaminants like sulfur dioxide gas (SO2) and heavy 
metals including lead, copper, and zinc. These elements may 
enter the food chain when edible plants take them up from the 
soil, water, and atmosphere. Therefore, it is important to know 
where and in what amounts they are present. 

•  Take micro-gravity surveys to detect movements in the magma 
below the surface, which may point to impending eruptions. In 
these surveys, we measure the difference in gravity between  
a reference point and the place we’re interested in, correcting 
for the effects of earth tides (slight shifts in the earth’s surface 
caused by the gravity of the moon and sun, like ocean tides) 
and changes in elevation. Any remaining difference between 
the two spots likely indicates changes in mass below the 
surface—in other words, shifts in the magma. 

•  Take continuous gravity surveys to complement what we learn 
from our micro-gravity measurements. We take continuous 
gravity measurements at one spot over an extended period of 
time, which gives us a more complete picture of what’s 
happening under our feet.  

To assess the impacts of these volcanic variations on the local 
environment, we: 

•  Observe butterflies and other pollinators. Butterflies can tell 
us a great deal about the health of their ecosystem; the larvae 
eat plants, and the adult butterflies eat nectar, fruit, and 

animal feces, all of which are affected by contaminants from 
the volcano. We catch the butterflies in nets, identify them, and 
release them unharmed to measure the diversity of butterfly 
species—we have recorded over 139 species since 2008—and 
how abundant they are. We also record the interactions 
between pollinators—butterflies, hoverflies, and bees—and 
the plants they visit to create a picture of the health of the 
pollination system.

•  Measure the flowers and leaves of Dalechampia scandens, 
also known as the spurgecreeper. This vine grows in both the 
gassy and non-gassy parts of the Masaya National Park, which 
makes it particularly interesting to study. Many butterfly 
species lay their eggs on the plant, and their young eat the 
leaves and flowers as they grow. Bees also rely on the flowers 
as sources of the resin from which they build their hives. By 
measuring spurgecreepers in different parts of the park, we 
can understand how the gas plume alters its reproductive 
features, and, in turn, how these changes impact pollinators. 

•  Map the distribution of plants species from the genus 
Tillandsia (also called air plant, ball moss, or Spanish moss, 
depending on the species). These plants are epiphytes—they 
grow using other plants as physical support, and draw their 
water and nutrients from the atmosphere, not the soil. We’ve 
noticed a sharp contrast in the abundance of these plants due 
to gas emissions—even if there are plenty of trees for them to 
grow on in an area, they may be absent there because of high 
levels of SO2 and other contaminants. 

HOW YOU WILL HELP
You’ll help us take measurements and make observations by 
setting up geophysical instruments inside the active crater and 
the area around it, recording pollinating insects, and collecting 
plant samples. You’ll learn how to use global positioning system 
(GPS) units and geoelectrical and gravity instruments, and how 
to monitor the volcanic gas. You’ll help us dig holes to collect soil 
and water samples, and you’ll have the chance to hike out to 
striking observation points. We will also train you in the most 
important job of all: accurately recording the data. 

We strive to give everyone a chance to see and experience all 
aspects of the project. We hope you will try the full range of 
activities that are part of this once-in-a-lifetime chance to 
research volcanic activity first- hand, and to contribute to a 
project that will truly help protect local people and wildlife.
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On one evening, you’ll also have the opportunity to visit the 
tourist market in town and buy souvenirs if you wish. The local 
language is Spanish, but many people also speak English. The 
people in Nicaragua are largely Roman Catholic. Nicaragua  
has become a popular tourist destination and is much less 
conservative than it once was. At the research site, dress codes 
are informal and the atmosphere is relaxed. We look forward  
to welcoming you to your home in the field. 

Being part of a field research team is an unforgettable 
experience. After your expedition, the researchers will keep you 
updated with results online (see open.ac.uk/openlearn/science-
maths-technology/science/geology/getting-geophysical-
central-america), an annual field report from Earthwatch, and 
expedition photographs, which are shared among teams on our 
Flickr account. 

As the largest Central American country, Nicaragua has many 
biologically significant and unique ecosystems, including plenty 
of volcanoes and tropical forests. Masaya Volcano, located in the 
Volcán Masaya National Park, looms approximately 600 meters 
(1,970 feet) above sea level, and makes for a beautiful, but 
challenging, place to hike and explore. You can sometimes see 
red-hot magma around the impressive pit crater, and you may 
also see the remains of farms that have been devastated by 
volcanic gases. 

The scenery around Masaya is spectacular, with recent lava 
flows (from about 200 years ago) studding the surface, and 
diverse animals and plants to spot. A colony of parrots lives 
inside the crater—apparently with no problems from the 
volcano’s contaminants—and bats inhabit one of the lava tunnels 
nearby. Turtles and crocodiles can be seen in the amazing 
Masaya and Managua Lakes. At the park’s visitor center (which 
is free), you can learn more about the park’s native flora and 
fauna and visit the gift shop to purchase souvenirs or cold 
drinks. The center also has restrooms and a picnic area.

YOUR DESTINATION
ABOUT NICARAGUA

http://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/science/geology/getting-geophysical-central-america
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/science/geology/getting-geophysical-central-america
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/science/geology/getting-geophysical-central-america
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On this expedition, you will live and work closely together  
with your teammates. You’ll share all tasks, from collating  
data to checking instrument batteries to food shopping. During 
fieldwork, volunteers and staff members will work in small 
groups, and we will all join together at the beginning and end  
of each day. 

The Earthwatch scientists will share their passions and put the 
project into context through talks and seminars on a wide range 
of topics, from evolution to plate tectonics and the geology of  
the solar system. We will also update you on the results of our 
research to date. Safety and health are always our top priority, 
and we’ll teach you how to use safety equipment including gas 
masks, which must be worn when gases are prevalent in or 
around the craters. 

In the evenings you’ll attend informal briefings and seminars, 
and work in small groups to get familiar with the geophysical 
and geochemical instrumentation and methods we will use in 
the field. Once in the field, project staff members will work with 
you to maximize everyone’s contribution and increase everyone’s 
enjoyment of the experience.

Throughout the expedition, you will also learn about the 
environmental impact of gas emissions in general, and from 
passive and active volcanic activity in particular. You’ll learn  
how to interpret our results, in terms of environmental hazards, 
and learn more about the issue of climate change.

DAILY LIFE IN THE FIELD
PLANS AND POLICIES

EARTHWATCH RECREATIONAL TIME POLICY

Project staff will generally accompany participants from the rendezvous to the end of the expedition. For recreational days, 
when no research activities are scheduled, Earthwatch scientists will offer either a team activity or a range of recreational 
activities that comply with Earthwatch standards. Participants may also remain at project accommodations. Those who  
pursue other options must sign a release form. 

If there is a period of time during a regular research day when no research activities are scheduled, adult participants may 
leave the project site on their own; they will have to sign out first. Unless contacted for help, project staff will not search for  
a participant unless he or she fails to appear the following morning or for the next scheduled research activity. 

Earthwatch will assess the general risks of adult participants leaving the project site, but cannot guarantee participant safety 
or an awareness of all issues. In some cases, due to local conditions, adult participants may have to stay at the project site 
during recreational time, which will be clearly communicated on site.
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ITINERARY AND DAILY SCHEDULE

Weather and research needs can lead to changes in 
the daily schedule. We appreciate your cooperation and 
understanding.

DAY 1: 

Time of Day Activity

Afternoon Meet at the airport; settle into the  
hotel; safety and field briefing;  
team-building exercise

Early Evening Dinner

DAYS 2-6: 

Time of Day Activity

7:00 a.m. Breakfast together at the hotel 

8:00 a.m. Prepare the equipment;  
pack lunches for the day

8:30 a.m. Leave for the field sites

9:00 a.m. Begin fieldwork; break for lunch  
at midday

4:30 p.m. End fieldwork and go back to hotel

5:30 p.m. Shower and relax while the equipment  
is unloaded and the data checked;  
data inputting to computers.

7:00 p.m. Review the day’s activities; briefing  
for the next day, lecture, or seminar

8:00 p.m. Dinner at a local restaurant or 
sometimes in the hotel, followed  
by rest or recreational time

DAY 7 
Departure day for volunteers on one-week teams. 
Volunteers will be transported to the airport in the morning. 

2-WEEK TEAMS: 
Two-week teams will repeat the above schedule. If you are 
signed up on a two-week team, you will not depart on Day 7, 
but will have that day to rest, explore the town of Masaya, go 
on independent excursions, or help the field staff organize 
equipment and compile data, and you will stay at the team’s 
accommodation that night. 

NOTE: The composition of your team will change as 
volunteers from the one-week “a-team” depart on Day 7 
and volunteers on the one-week “b-team” arrive on Day 8.
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SLEEPING
The team (both volunteers and staff) will stay at the Hotel Regis 
in Masaya, a simple, safe, and clean hotel with single-gender 
twin, triple, and quad rooms furnished with single beds (bedding 
and mosquito nets provided). Couples need to contact Earthwatch 
if they are interested in sharing a room. There may be one or two 
single rooms available, depending on the number of volunteers.

BATHROOM FACILITIES
The shared, unisex bathrooms are clean, with flush toilets and 
lukewarm showers. Towels will be provided, although it is a good 
idea to bring an additional towel.

ELECTRICITY
The rooms have electric lights, fans, and U.S. standard  
electrical outlets.

INTERNET AND COMMUNICATIONS
An Internet café is near the hotel, and the hotel offers secure 
wireless Internet access for those who bring their own laptops, 
smart phones, iPads, or other devices.

FACILITIES AND AMENITIES
The hotel has a central courtyard dining and lounge area where 
team members can gather together for meals and social time. 
The hotel also offers laundry service (machine wash and line 
dry), but please do not abuse this generous service by washing 
many large loads. Visit the hotel’s website for more information 
(although some of this information is a rather out of date):  
vianica.com/hotels/85/hotel-regis.

DISTANCE TO FIELD SITE
We will have vehicles for the project which will be used to travel 
the fifteen minutes or so to the field site each day.

ACCOMMODATIONS AND FOOD
ABOUT YOUR HOME IN THE FIELD

http://www.vianica.com/hotels/85/hotel-regis


13Exploring an Active Volcano in Nicaragua 2014

SERVICES/RESTAURANTS WITHIN  
WALKING DISTANCE
The hotel is in downtown Masaya, within easy walking distance  
of the supermarket and tourist area. You’ll have the chance to 
visit the tourist market for souvenir shopping.

SMOKING
No smoking is allowed in the hotel, but you can step out on  
the street. 

FOOD
The hotel will serve typical Central American breakfasts. You’ll 
help the staff shop for food and prepare a packed meal to take 
into the field each day. We’ll eat local fare for dinner, at various 
restaurants or at the hotel. 

You’ll get to enjoy Nicaragua’s amazing fresh fruit and coffee 
every day. Ample drinking water will be provided in the field and 
at meals, and you may purchase sodas and other drinks at the 
hotel or at nearby shops.

Below are examples of the foods you might expect in the field. 
Please bear in mind that variety depends on availability. This list 
is intended to provide a general idea of food types, but it is very 
important that you be flexible.

BREAKFAST: Beans and rice, eggs, fruit, bread

LUNCH: Fresh fruit, cheese, meat, bread

DINNER: Beans and rice, salad, fish, meat, cheese

SNACKS/OTHER: Pastries, rolls, biscuits/cookies, crackers

BEVERAGES: Juice, coffee, beer, wine, soft drinks  

WATER:  Bottled water, potable tap water

SPECIAL DIETARY REQUIREMENTS
Please alert Earthwatch to any special dietary requirements 
(e.g., vegetarian or vegan diets, diabetes, lactose intolerance,  
nut or other serious food allergies) as soon as possible, and  
note them in the space provided on your volunteer forms. 
Vegetarians can be accommodated with advance notice.
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LUGGAGE
Lost and delayed luggage: if your luggage goes astray, please 
have the airline send it to:

Hotel Regis 
Del almacen La Curacao,  
35 metros al norte,  
Masaya, Nicaragua 
+505 (2) 522-2300 
hotelregismasaya@hotmail.com

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS: Do not bring more luggage than 
you can carry and handle on your own. If traveling by air and 
checking your luggage, we advise you to pack an extra set of field 
clothing and personal essentials in your carry-on bag in case 
your luggage is lost or delayed. Many airlines have strict baggage 
policies. Please check with your airline(s) on baggage weight 
limits, liquid restrictions, fees for checked baggage, etc.

TRANSFERRING LUGGAGE: If you will be taking an international 
flight that has one or more connections within the country of your 
destination, you must collect any checked bags at the airport 
where you first arrive in the destination country. After proceeding 
through customs, you will have to recheck your luggage before 
flying on to your final destination.

MONEY MATTERS
LOCAL CURRENCY: Nicaraguan gold córdoba (C$). One  
córdoba equals 100 centavos. Notes come in denominations  
of C$500, 100, 50, 20, and 10. Coins come in denominations  
of C$5 and 1, and 50, 25, 10, and 5 centavos.

PERSONAL FUNDS: During the expedition, your contribution  
to Earthwatch will cover the cost of food and accommodations. 
If you need money for additional drinks (drinks with meals will 
already be included), snacks, Internet access, souvenirs, etc.,  
you can find ATMs at the airports and at banks near our hotel. 
Most establishments accept credit cards, and many accept cash 
in U.S. dollars. Tipping 15% of the bill for meals and taxis is usual.

DEPARTURE TAXES: There is a US$32 departure fee when  
flying out of Nicaragua, which you must pay in cash.

YOUR DESTINATION 
LANGUAGE: Spanish (the program will be conducted in English).

CULTURAL CONSIDERATIONS: In general, people in Nicaragua 
dress fairly conservatively, especially in rural areas.

Once you arrive at the hotel, your belongings will be safe, but 
keep an eye on them until then, especially at the rendezvous  
area at the airport.

ELECTRICITY: 60 Hz AC, 120 volts, plug Type A (right). For 
additional information, see kropla.com/electric2.htm.

TIME ZONE: GMT/UTC -6. For time worldwide with GMT/UTC,  
see worldtimeserver.com. 

TELEPHONE DIALING CODES: When calling Nicaragua from 
another country, dial the country’s international dialing code, 
followed by (505) and the number. When calling within Nicaragua, 
omit the (505). When calling another country from Nicaragua, 
dial (00), followed by the other country’s country code and the 
number. Note: you should check with your cell phone provider  
to obtain any carrier-specific dialing codes you may need; many 
providers have dialing procedures that may differ in whole or  
in part from these directions. For additional information, see 
kropla.com/dialcode.htm.

TRAVEL TIPS
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE ROAD

mailto:hotelregismasaya@hotmail.com
http://www.kropla.com/electric2.htm
http://www.worldtimeserver.com
http://countrycode.org
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WILL YOU NEED A PASSPORT? 
Most volunteers traveling from outside Nicaragua will  
require a passport valid for at least six months beyond the 
dates of travel. 

WILL YOU NEED A VISA?
Citizens of the U.S., EU, Australia, Canada, and Japan DO NOT 
need tourist visas for entry. Citizens of other countries should 
check with their travel agent or a visa agency for specific visa 
and entry requirements.

ELECTRONIC SYSTEM FOR TRAVEL 
AUTHORIZATION (ESTA)
If you are traveling from outside the U.S. and have a stopover in 
the U.S., you must register through the ESTA program. ESTA is 
used to screen short-term visitors who are citizens of the 36 
countries eligible for the U.S. Visa Waiver Program (VWP). For 
a list of those countries, see travel.state.gov/visa/temp/
without/without_1990.html#countries. 

Visitors must complete ESTA at least three days before 
traveling to the U.S. Once approved, the authorization is valid 
for up to two years if the individual’s passport does not expire 
in the meantime. Submit applications through the ESTA 
website: esta.cbp.dhs.gov/esta/. As of publication, ESTA costs 
approximately US$14.00.

Citizens of countries covered by the VWP traveling to the U.S. 
for tourism or business for 90 days or less do not need to 
obtain a visa provided they have a valid passport (for exceptions 
see the VWP Quick Reference Guide: travel.state.gov/content/
visas/english/visit/visa-waiver-program.html).

INFORMATION FOR VOLUNTEERS  
REQUIRING VISAS ONLY
TYPE OF VISA TO GET: Tourist 

The purpose of your visit is for vacation, holiday or travel. 
Immigration officials do not always understand the concept of a 
“working vacation” or “volunteering.” Words such as “working,” 
“volunteering,” “research,” or “scientific expedition” can raise 
questions concerning the country’s foreign labor laws and 
about official scientific research permits and credentials, etc., 
to which volunteers will not be equipped to respond on their 
own. All required research permits for the project are in place 
and have been approved by the proper authorities.

WHERE TO GET A VISA:  Contact the nearest Nicaraguan 
embassy or consulate to find out how to apply. Please note  
that this process can take weeks or even months. We strongly 
recommend using a visa agency, which can both expedite  
and simplify the process. 

SUGGESTED AGENCIES 
IN THE U.S.: Travisa; 212-613-2223; travisa.com

IN EUROPE: CIBT, Inc. (U.K.); info@uk.cibt.com;  
www.uk.cibt.com

IN AUSTRALIA: Ask your travel agency if it can send your visa 
application on your behalf.

REQUIRED INFORMATION: You will need to send your  
passport (valid for at least six months beyond your stay), a  
visa application and immigration form, two to four passport-
size photos, and payment to the embassy or visa agency (if 
applicable). Please be sure that your passport is valid for at 
least six months beyond your stay.

CONTACT INFORMATION: You may be required to list the 
following contact information on your visa application and 
immigration form:

Hotel Regis 
Del Almacen La Curacao, 35 metros al norte,  
Masaya, Nicaragua 
+505 (2) 522-2300 
hotelregismasaya@hotmail.com

COST OF A VISA: Generally from US$40-$100, but varies from 
country to country and can cost up to US$180. A visa agency 
will charge an additional fee.

VOLUNTEERS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE 
In an effort to prevent international child abduction, many 
governments have procedures at entry and exit points to 
protect minors. Thus, if a minor will be traveling with only one 
guardian or alone, he or she may need a notarized letter from 
all legal guardians stating that the minor may travel 
unaccompanied or in the presence of a single guardian. If 
necessary, this letter must give an explanation for why only one 
parent or someone other than a parent is signing the letter. For 
example, if one parent is deceased, only one parent has legal 
guardianship, or someone other than the parents are legal 
guardians, the letter should state that. Airlines may also have 
documentation requirements for unaccompanied minors,  
e.g. a birth certificate or a notarized letter like the one 
described above. 

IMPORTANT: Requirements of specific countries and airlines 
vary and change frequently. You must keep informed of the 
requirements on your own to avoid problems at immigration. 
If the minor is refused entry into a country or onto a flight 
because of lack of documentation, there is nothing Earthwatch 
can do to help.

PASSPORTS AND VISAS 

http://www.travel.state.gov/visa/temp/without/without_1990.html#countries
http://www.travel.state.gov/visa/temp/without/without_1990.html#countries
https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/esta/
http://travel.state.gov/content/visas/english/visit/visa-waiver-program.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/visas/english/visit/visa-waiver-program.html
http://www.travisa.com
mailto:info@uk.cibt.com
http://cibtvisas.co.uk
mailto:hotelregismasaya@hotmail.com
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GENERAL CONDITIONS
The information that follows is as accurate as possible,  
but please keep in mind that conditions may change. 

While the terrain is generally not steep, the loose, gravelly, 
slippery ground can make walking treacherous. You will visit 
in the dry season, so rain is unlikely but possible.

Volcanic gases can cause respiratory irritation or aggravate 
existing conditions like asthma. Gas masks and safety 
instruction will be provided as required.

Working outside all day can be physically demanding. The best 
preparation for the expedition is to practice hill walking while 
carrying a 10-kilogram/22-pound backpack.

PROJECT CONDITIONS
THE FIELD ENVIRONMENT

FEBRUARY–MARCH
HUMIDITY: 10%–70%

TEMPERATURE RANGE: 15°C/59°F TO 35°C/95°F

ALTITUDE: 200 m/656 ft–550 m/1,805 ft above sea level

RAINFALL: little to none

CONDITIONS

ESSENTIAL ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
All participants must be able, independently or with the 
assistance of a companion, to:

q	Follow verbal and or visual instructions.

q		Wear all protective equipment recommended or required  
by industry standards.

q		Enjoy being outdoors all day in all types of weather and 
conditions. Some work will be in dense, shady forest; some 
will take place on flat plains in searing heat.

q		Carry personal daily supplies, such as lunch, water, and  
some small field equipment, of up to 10 kg/22 lbs, up to six 
hours a day.

q		Maintain balance while negotiating very steep, slippery,  
loose gravel trails. 

q		Remain seated in a vehicle, using a seatbelt, for up to two 
hours per day. 
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POTENTIAL HAZARDS

Hazard Type Associated Risks and Precautions

Transportation The teams will travel in hired cars or a minibus and local taxis as needed. Vehicles will be certified roadworthy 
and only licensed project staff members or cab drivers will drive. You must remain seated and wear a seatbelt 
when vehicles are in motion. Volunteers are not allowed to drive.

Walking/Hiking/
Climbing

You’ll encounter unstable hiking surfaces and the risk of sprains, strains, or breaks due to falling or missteps. 
Wear hiking boots with good ankle at all times. The team will be split up each day to perform different tasks; 
some will work from vehicles, while others will need to hike to their posts. Hiking depends on the location, but 
everyone will have a chance to work on all aspects of the project and to hike as much as they like. Working 
outside all day can be quite physically demanding.

Terrain The terrain has steep slopes, loose gravel, and falling rocks; good balance and alertness are needed when hiking 
(we don’t recommend hiking poles, as this hiking often requires your hands). 

Walking at night in town can also be a challenge—take care to avoid holes and obstacles in the sidewalk,  
as well as unpredictable road traffic. After dark, walk with another team member and use a torch/flashlight to 
light the way.

Animals/Plants Irritating plants and biting or stinging insects live around the sites. We suggest that you use insect repellent  
to ward off mosquitoes, chiggers, biting flies, and other insects. Most of the plants are harmless, but some  
are poisonous and cause rashes. Staff members will brief the team on how to avoid them.

Climate/Weather The sun at Masaya can be intense, so take care to avoid sunburn and dehydration. Drink plenty of water and  
wear sunscreen, a hat, and protective clothing.

Volcanic/Seismic 
Activity

The constant emission of gases like sulfur dioxide is the most common risk associated with volcanic activity. 
These gases can irritate the lungs and worsen pre-existing respiratory problems, such as asthma. You will 
receive a gas mask to use for the duration of the team; staff members will instruct you on its use and encourage 
you to wear it whenever in the plume of the volcano or when having any breathing discomfort (such as wheezing).

Volcanic eruptions can cause or initiate seismic activity. This region of the world experiences earthquakes, and 
while these are hard to predict, we will instruct you on what to do and where to go in the event of a natural 
disaster.

Personal Security As in many cities, pickpockets frequent tourist areas, especially just outside the busy airport area and downtown. 
Usual safety precautions should be taken when walking in urban areas. The risk is lower in the field area and 
within the town of Masaya, but always be aware and careful when traveling through crowds.

Swimming While swimming is not a part of the project activities, there may be opportunities to swim recreationally during 
your team. Lifeguards will not be present, so swimming must not be undertaken alone, and is at your own risk.
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ROUTINE IMMUNIZATIONS 
All volunteers should have the following up-to-date 
immunizations: DPT (diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus), polio, MMR 
(measles, mumps, rubella), and varicella (if you have not already 
had chicken pox). Please be sure your tetanus shot is current.

Medical decisions are the responsibility of each volunteer and 
his or her doctor, and the following are recommendations only. 
Earthwatch can only provide details regarding suggested 
vaccinations, and we are not a medical organization.

ADVICE REGARDING DISEASES
Traveler’s diarrhea affects many international travelers.

Diseases found in Nicaragua also include malaria, dengue  
fever, cholera, filariasis, leishmaniasis, onchocerciasis, 
trypanosomiasis, and schistosomiasis. Please see the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (cdc.gov) or the 
World Health Organization (who.int/) websites for more 
information on these conditions and how to avoid them.

You can decrease your risk of most diseases above by avoiding 
mosquito bites, practicing good hygiene, and drinking only 
bottled or filtered water when appropriate. 

If you feel ill once you return from your trip, make sure you 
inform your doctor that you have recently returned from a 
tropical region.

A few notes on vaccinations and treatment: 

•  MALARIA: is transmitted by mosquitoes that usually bite from 
dusk to dawn. Symptoms can develop as early as six days or  
as late as several months after exposure. Because of the time 
and location of your expedition—during the dry season, and 
well away from the wetlands—the risk of malaria is low. We  
do advise, though, that you take precautions and discuss 
medication with your doctor before traveling. Mosquito nets 
will be provided.

•  TUBERCULOSIS: Volunteers returning from developing 
countries may wish to have a (PPD)-tuberculin skin-test  
to screen for potential infection. 

•  YELLOW FEVER: A vaccination protecting against yellow fever 
is available, although pregnant women and 
immunocompromised individuals cannot be vaccinated.

Your home country may require a certificate of vaccination for 
re-entry if you travel to an area where yellow fever is endemic.

EMERGENCIES IN THE FIELD 
Staff members will carry first-aid kits into the field to address 
minor injuries. For more serious issues, the park rangers will 
assist with evacuation and transport, if required, to the medical 
center in Masaya (20 minutes away) or hospital in Managua 
(45 minutes away).

Should a volunteer need to leave early due to an unforeseen 
emergency, a staff member will arrange transport to the airport, 
which is less than one hour’s drive from the field area.

PHYSICIAN, NURSE, OR EMT ON STAFF: Project staff members 
are not medical professionals.

FIRST AID: Hazel Rymer 

NEAREST HOSPITAL AND CLINIC: 
Hospital Metropolitano Vivian Pellas 
Jm 9 ¾, Carretera a Masaya, 250 metros al oeste, 
Managua, Nicaragua 
+505 (2) 522-6900, ext. 84126

DISTANCE: Approximately 1 hour drive

SAFETY
HEALTH INFORMATION

PROJECT VACCINATIONS

REQUIRED: If traveling from countries or region  
where yellow fever is endemic, you must have a 
certificate of vaccination.

RECOMMENDED FOR HEALTH REASONS: Typhoid, 
hepatitis A, hepatitis B, rabies

http://www.cdc.gov
http://www.who.int/en/
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INSURANCE 
Travel insurance is included in the contribution you pay to 
Earthwatch. The insurance covers your travel medical risks, 
including medical expenses and emergency medical evacuation, 
while you are traveling. It also provides trip cancellation 
insurance and baggage and personal money insurance. It does 
not provide personal liability insurance. Earthwatch’s insurance 
is applicable during travel to and from the expedition site and 
the duration of the expedition, but does not apply to detours for 
personal vacations made on the same trip . This insurance 
policy is secondary to your existing health insurance policy.

For more information, please see earthwatch.org/expeditions/
travel-insurance. Refer any queries regarding Earthwatch’s 
travel policy to our insurance liaison at +1 (978) 450-1222 or 
insurance@earthwatch.org.

If you booked through Earthwatch Australia, please contact them at 
+61 (0) 9016 7590 or earth@earthwatch.org.au for any queries. 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL AND  
EVACUATION ASSISTANCE: 
For emergency assistance in the field, please contact Earthwatch’s 
24-hour emergency hotline number highlighted in the box. You 
may also contact our assistance provider, Healix International, 
at the number highlighted in the event of a medical/evacuation 
emergency or for routine medical and travel advice, such as 
advice on visas and vaccine requirements.

EARTHWATCH’S 24-HOUR EMERGENCY  
HOTLINE (OUTSIDE AUSTRALIA)

Call Earthwatch’s 24-hour on-call duty officer in the U.S.: 

+1 (978) 461-0081 
+1 (800) 776-0188 (toll-free for calls placed from within the US)

HEALIX INTERNATIONAL: 

+44 (20) 3667-8991 (collect calls/ reverse charges accepted)

US TOLL FREE: 1 (877) 759 3917  
UK FREE PHONE: 0(800) 197 5180 
EMAIL: earthwatch@healix.com 

EARTHWATCH’S 24-HOUR EMERGENCY  
HOTLINE (WITHIN AUSTRALIA):

+61 (0) 3-8508-5537

After business hours, leave a message with our live  
answering service. State that you have an emergency  
and give the name of your expedition, your name, the  
location from which you are calling, and if possible, a  
phone number where you can be reached. An Earthwatch  
staff person will respond to your call within one hour.

http://earthwatch.org/expeditions/travel-insurance
http://earthwatch.org/expeditions/travel-insurance
mailto:insurance@earthwatch.org
mailto:earth@earthwatch.org.au
mailto:earthwatch@healix.com
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PROJECT STAFF
YOUR RESOURCES IN THE FIELD

PROF. HAZEL RYMER is the lead Earthwatch scientist. A physicist and geophysicist by training, she has 
worked for over 30 years on volcano monitoring and hazard mitigation projects in Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 
Iceland, Italy, and Mexico. Based at The Open University (U.K.), she researches persistently active volcanic 
processes and teaches geoscience and science communication at the undergraduate and postgraduate 
level. She is the Dean and director of studies for the Faculty of Science. She will have overall responsibility 
for the project and will run the geophysical teams. Teams: 2, 3 and 4

DR. GLYN WILLIAMS-JONES, a geologist and geophysicist, has considerable experience looking at the gas 
output of persistently active volcanoes in Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and many other locations. Based at Simon 
Fraser University (Canada), he researches and teaches about volcanic hazards. Teams: To be determined 

DR. MIKE GILLMAN is a tropical ecologist based at The Open University (U.K.) with a wide range of fieldwork 
experience in the neotropics. His past work includes describing and analyzing tropical tree communities and 
using butterfly species as bio-indicators of habitat fragmentation. He has led student groups in the field and 
has worked with a variety of indigenous groups. He will run the environmental and ecological monitoring 
aspects of the project. Teams: 2, 3 and 4

DR. CAROLINE RYMER is a lecturer at the University of Reading. As an animal nutritionist, she researches 
sustainable feed systems for cattle. She has led several expeditions of students and researchers to remote 
areas of Nepal and Africa. She is interested in how pollutants from the volcano enter the forage plants and 
will lead on this aspect of the research at Masaya. Teams: To be determined

DR. HILARY ERENLER earned her Ph.D. and is an associate lecturer at the University of Northampton. She 
has considerable fieldwork experience in Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Venezuela, and the British Virgin Islands. 
She specializes in plant-pollinator interactions, and will be leading aspects of the plant and pollinator 
investigations at Masaya. Teams: 2, 3 and 4. Bethan Burson is a Ph.D. student at the Open University working 
under the supervision of Hazel Rymer & Mike Gillman. She has experience of fieldwork in Costa Rica and as 
part of this project, Nicaragua. For her Ph.D. project, she is investigating the volcanic impact on vegetation. 
Teams: 2, 3 and 4
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RECOMMENDED READING
YOUR RESOURCES AT HOME

BOOKS
•  Weaver, F.S. Inside the Volcano: The History and Political 

Economy of Central America. Boulder, CO: Westview 
Press, 1994. Places the region’s political and economic 
situation into historical context.

•  Scarth, A. Vulcan’s Fury: Man Against the Volcano. New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1999. A Beautifully illustrated 
book describing human reactions to volcanic eruptions.

ARTICLES 
•  Sparks, S., S. Self, J. Grattan, C. Oppenheimer, D. Pyle 

and H. Rymer. “Super-eruptions: Global Effects and 
Future Threats.” Report of a Geological Society of London 
Working Group, 2005. Colorful booklet demonstrating the 
environmental impact of some large volcanic eruptions.

FIELD GUIDES
•  Sigurdsson, H., Houghton, B., McNutt, S., Rymer, H. and 

Stix, J. (eds). Encyclopedia of Volcanoes. Maryland 
Heights, MO: Academic Press, 2000. A complete guide to 
volcanoes, with chapters on monitoring volcanoes, their 
environmental and ecological impacts, and cultural effects.

PROJECT-RELATED WEBSITES
VIDEO:  
•  youtube.com/watch?v=Pqv9eoJnGXI

•  youtube.com/watch?v=xJ6xEKYGidc

PROJECT FIELD REPORT 
•  Each Earthwatch-supported project submits a report on 

past research and results. The most recent field report 
for this project is available online at in.earthwatch.org/
scientific-research/reports-from-the-field. NOTE that 
reports are not available for all projects. 

EARTHWATCH SOCIAL MEDIA
•  FACEBOOK: facebook.com/Earthwatch

•  YOUTUBE: youtube.com/earthwatchinstitute

•  TWITTER: twitter.com/earthwatch_org 

RESOURCES

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pqv9eoJnGXI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJ6xEKYGidc
http://in.earthwatch.org/scientific-research/reports-from-the-field
http://in.earthwatch.org/scientific-research/reports-from-the-field
https://www.facebook.com/Earthwatch
http://www.youtube.com/earthwatchinstitute
https://twitter.com/earthwatch_org
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This document contains important information concerning 
Earthwatch Institute policies and participant rights and 
responsibilities for inclusion in an Earthwatch expedition.  
Please read this document thoroughly and sign the Liability 
Release section of your Earthwatch Participation Form to 
indicate that you understand and accept the risks inherent to 
your expedition and the policies, rights, and responsibilities 
enumerated in this document. You will not be permitted to 
participate in an expedition until Earthwatch has received  
the signed release form.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
It is permissible to share photos, videos, and stories of your 
expedition with family, friends, local media, and in a public 
forum. Sharing your new perspectives and experiences is 
welcomed and encouraged. 

However, please recognize that all information, data, and images 
shared or gathered in the course of your expedition’s field work 
become the intellectual property of the Earthwatch scientist. 
Co-opting or plagiarism of data, images, or information gathered 
during an expedition for use in a scientific thesis, master’s, or 
PhD work, or for profit or for the academic or business use of a 
third party without the permission of the Earthwatch scientist is 
strictly prohibited. Please be aware that data gathered during the 
interviewing of local people become the intellectual property of 
the Earthwatch scientist. Earthwatch scientists have the right 
to place additional restrictions on your ability to share data or 
certain research-related images. 

Conversely, an Earthwatch scientist may give written permission 
to use data and images for academic or profitable activity. Please 
be sure to ask what is acceptable to the Earthwatch scientist. 

Fellows or scholarship recipients are sometimes required to 
submit a written report reflecting what they have learned on a 
project, sometimes as a step toward developing a curriculum. 
Earthwatch scientists have the right but not the obligation to 
review and edit materials involving information gathered on  
one of their expeditions.

DISCRIMINATION
Earthwatch does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
religion, ethnicity, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, 
or any other reason prohibited by applicable law and respects 
participants’ right to privacy. However, you must be aware that 
local laws in countries in which Earthwatch operates may not 
be antidiscriminatory and that the possibility exists that local 
residents may not have an awareness of preferred practice 
regarding discrimination. 

Discrimination on the basis of race, religion, ethnicity, national 
origin, gender, or sexual orientation will not be tolerated on 
Earthwatch teams. Disruptive behavior or verbal, physical, or 
any other type of abuse or harassment will also not be tolerated. 
Violation of Earthwatch’s nondiscrimination policy is grounds  
for expulsion from the program without a refund. 

INTIMATE RELATIONSHIPS
Earthwatch scientists, their staff, their colleagues, and their 
associates are prohibited from becoming romantically involved 
with participants during the entire duration of the period that the 
team is in the field. Romantic relationships that may otherwise 
seem permissible may eventually create an unpleasant or 
unproductive work environment and are therefore prohibited  
for the duration of an Earthwatch project.

SEXUAL HARASSMENT
Please recognize that the relationship that exists between 
Earthwatch scientists and staff and participants is analogous  
to the student-teacher relationship. Therefore, please be  
aware of the following policies.

PARTICIPANT RIGHTS 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
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Sexual harassment of participants by the Earthwatch scientist 
or Earthwatch staff is prohibited. Likewise, sexual harassment 
of other participants, Earthwatch field staff, or local people  
by participants is also prohibited. 

Sexual harassment infringes on an individual’s right to an 
environment free from unsolicited and unwelcome sexual 
overtones of conduct either verbal or physical. Sexual 
harassment does not mean occasional compliments of  
a socially acceptable nature.

Sexual harassment refers to conduct which is offensive,  
which harms morale, or which interferes with the effectiveness 
of Earthwatch expedition teams; such conduct is prohibited. 
Lewd or vulgar remarks, suggestive comments, displaying 
derogatory posters, cartoons, or drawings, pressure for dates  
or sexual favors, and unacceptable physical contact or exposure 
are examples of what can constitute harassment. No one should 
be touched in areas that would be covered by a bathing suit. It  
is important to realize that what may not be offensive to you  
may be offensive to participants, the local population, or 
Earthwatch field staff. 

Any individual who feels subjected to sexual harassment or  
has any knowledge of such behavior should report it at once to the 
Earthwatch scientist, Field Team Leader, or other Earthwatch 
staff member. The Earthwatch scientist or Field Team Leader 
will notify Earthwatch when an accusation of sexual harassment 
or abuse is made or when such conduct is witnessed.

All reports of sexual harassment will be handled with discretion 
and will be promptly and thoroughly investigated. Any participant 
who is found to have engaged in conduct constituting sexual 
harassment will be removed from the expedition at his or her 
own expense. If a minor is involved in allegations of sexual 
harassment, his or her parents or guardians will be contacted.

DRUGS
Laws on drug use in most countries are severe and may impose 
lengthy prison terms or the death penalty. The manufacture, 
possession, use, purchase, or sale of illegal drugs or other 
illegal substances while on an Earthwatch expedition is strictly 
prohibited. Prescription drugs may only be purchased and used 
by the individual indicated on the prescription in keeping with 
their intended use guidelines.

ALCOHOL 
Local statutes, customs, practices, ordinances, and regulations 
with regard to the use, possession, sale, or purchase of alcohol 
are applicable to all participants and project staff on Earthwatch 
expeditions. Participants and project staff on Earthwatch 
expeditions must comply with the law of the country in which a 
project is located regarding the minimum age required to consume 
alcohol. In addition, restriction on the use, possession, sale, or 
purchase of alcohol may be set by the Earthwatch scientist. Any 
restrictions on the consumption of alcohol should be clearly 
outlined by the project staff in the on-site briefing to participants 
at the start of the project and in the expedition briefing.
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Consumption or possession of alcohol or smoking is not permitted 
on any Earthwatch Teen Team, regardless of local law. 

Excessive consumption of alcohol by staff or participants is 
not acceptable on any Earthwatch project. Intoxication can 
jeopardize personal safety, in addition to the safety of the team. 
It can also cause delay and hinder response in the event of  
a crisis or emergency situation.

Earthwatch staff and the Earthwatch scientist have the discretion 
to remove individuals from the project who consume alcohol in a 
time and manner that endanger the safety and/or productivity of 
the expedition.

MINORS
Earthwatch considers participants less than eighteen (18) years 
of age to be minors. Minors are not permitted to participate 
on any of Earthwatch’s standard teams unless accompanied 
by a parent or legal guardian, in which case the minimum age 
is fifteen (15). Guardians accompanying minors on standard 
teams must be 21 years of age or over. Minors on standard 
teams do not receive additional guidance or supervision from 
Earthwatch beyond what is offered to the adult participants. 
The total number of minors on standard teams may be limited 
on a project by project basis; this will be noted in the expedition 
briefing. A maximum of two minors may accompany each parent 
or guardian on a standard or Family Team. Earthwatch has 

developed teams specifically for 15-, 16- and 17-year-olds  
(“Teen Teams”) as well as teams specifically for families (“Family 
Teams”) with children as young as 10 years. These teams focus 
on the same research activities and have the same expectations 
as our regular teams, but with more facilitation and support. 
Exceptions for some projects may be made at the discretion 
of Earthwatch and the Earthwatch scientist. Due to a more 
in-depth screening process for certain programs that select 
candidates based on school year rather than age, there may be 
18-year-olds fielding on the same team as 15-, 16- and 17-year-
olds. Please be aware that some Earthwatch projects do not 
allow participation by minors in any circumstance.

PARTICIPANTS AND DRIVING
Participants are not allowed to drive project vehicles  
(including motorcycles or all terrain vehicles) or aircraft  
during an expedition. In select circumstances, participants may 
be able to drive boats under the direct supervision by project 
staff. These circumstances are predetermined by project staff  
in collaboration with Earthwatch. Participants must respect  
the restrictions for boat driving in place for each project.

If a project environment is such that participants can drive 
their own vehicles to the rendezvous, those who have driven 
themselves to the project may not drive their own vehicles to, 
from, or for project activities, including the transport of project 
equipment after arriving at the site.
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Participants who have driven themselves to the project may 
choose to utilize their own vehicles during recreational time, 
but project staff will brief them on any driving restrictions. All 
driving during recreational time is done at your own risk. 

Please be advised that the only exception to the above driving 
restrictions is emergency situations.

Riding in other participants’ vehicles is not covered under the 
participants’ insurance policy for the expedition. Riding in 
another participant’s vehicle is done at a participant’s own risk.

IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY
In the event of emergencies, judgments must be made by 
Earthwatch field staff and participants. While Earthwatch makes 
an effort to ensure that qualified people make the most informed 
decisions possible, occasionally first aid may be administered 
and other immediate steps taken by expedition participants who 
are not licensed medical providers. 

Each Earthwatch expedition has safety protocols and  
emergency procedures in place. Earthwatch encourages team 
members (the field staff and participants) to exercise their best 
judgment with regard to their own safety and the safety of other 
team members. Other participants may perform “Good 
Samaritan” actions, or actions taken to assist fellow participants 
during emergency situations in the field. However, Earthwatch 
does not encourage or expect you to jeopardize your own safety 
or that of others in attempting to rescue or assist your fellow  
team members.

RIGHT OF REFUSAL
Earthwatch reserves the right to refuse an applicant’s 
participation in an Earthwatch project at any time and to 
terminate any work being done by a participant and require the 
participant to vacate the project site if the Earthwatch scientist, 
Field Team Leader, or other Earthwatch staff member in his 
or her absolute discretion considers it appropriate. In this 
event, the participant (and his or her parents or guardians, 
if appropriate) will be responsible for arranging and paying 
for any accommodation, travel, or other arrangements which 
may be necessary following the termination of a participant’s 
involvement in a project, for whatever reason, and will not be 
eligible for a refund. 

Earthwatch may not refuse an applicant’s participation in a 
project for discriminatory reasons (race, religion, ethnicity, 
national origin, gender, sexual orientation, or any other reason 
prohibited by applicable law). However, an application may be 
denied in the interest of team compatibility or due to logistical 
limitations. Earthwatch will make reasonable efforts to 
accommodate participants with disabilities, and the organization 
endeavors to find appropriate expeditions for those participants 
who have physical limitations. Refusal of an applicant is an 
unusual event and is generally done either because of an 
applicant’s failure to meet the essential eligibility requirements 
of a particular project or in the interest of team compatibility. 
In the event that an applicant is refused participation for health 
reasons, Earthwatch will refund in full any deposit or payment 
made toward the expedition.

Earthwatch scientists have the right to refuse special requests, 
such as visits by media (film, photography, or print), special 
groups, or teams (students, donors, etc.), if they conflict with 
Earthwatch scientist schedules, safety, research objectives,  
or general performance of the team.

Any participant found in violation of any of the policies described 
in this document (“Participant Rights and Responsibilities”) is 
subject to removal from the team at his or her own expense. 
By signing the Liability Release section of your Earthwatch 
Participation Form, you are indicating that you have read 
and understand the policies in this document. Removal of a 
participant from a team is at the discretion of the Earthwatch 
scientist, Field Team Leader, or other Earthwatch staff. In 
addition, Earthwatch will support the right of the Earthwatch 
scientist, Field Team Leader, or other Earthwatch staff to send 
a participant away from a project once in the field should his 
or her behavior compromise the safety, research objectives, 
or general performance of the team, or if the participant has 
violated a stated policy. In the event that a minor is dismissed 
from a project, Earthwatch will contact the participant’s parents 
or guardians prior to his or her dismissal. Should a participant 
be removed from a team, he or she is responsible for any and all 
costs associated with departure from the team and will receive 
neither refund of the minimum contribution for the expedition 
nor any expenses incurred by participation on the expedition.

(November 2012)
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COMMUNICATIONS
CONTACT INFORMATION

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
Members of every team will have mobile phones so that when the 
team splits into smaller groups, we can always stay in contact with 
each other. One of the Earthwatch scientists’ mobile phones will 
also be available for emergency situations.

PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS 
Mobile phones equipped with international calling capability should 
get reception at the field sites. There are Internet facilities near the 
hotel in Nicaragua, as well as secure wireless Internet access at 
the hotel for those who bring their own devices. Please do not 
assume you can borrow someone else’s computer for this purpose. 

Personal communication with outsiders is not always possible 
while participating in an expedition. Earthwatch encourages 
volunteers to minimize outgoing calls and immerse themselves 
in the experience; likewise, family and friends should restrict  
calls to urgent messages only.

VOLUNTEER CONTACT INFO
ADDRESS:  Hotel Regis  

Del Almacen La Curacao 
35 metros al norte 
Masaya, Nicaragua

Mail can take up to 2 weeks and is not recommended.

PHONE: +505 (2) 522-2300

This number should only be used to reach volunteers for personal 
communications after research hours. The phone is likely to be 
answered in Spanish.

EMAIL: The hotel email address is  
hotelregismasaya@hotmail.com.

Internet access is available at the hotel and there are also  
Internet cafes nearby.

EARTHWATCH’S 24-HOUR EMERGENCY  
HOTLINE (OUTSIDE AUSTRALIA)

Call Earthwatch’s 24-hour on-call duty officer in the U.S.: 

+1 (978) 461-0081 
+1 (800) 776-0188 (toll-free for calls placed from within the US)

HEALIX INTERNATIONAL: 

+44 (20) 3667-8991 (collect calls/ reverse charges accepted)

US TOLL FREE: 1 (877) 759 3917  
UK FREE PHONE: 0(800) 197 5180 
EMAIL: earthwatch@healix.com 

EARTHWATCH’S 24-HOUR EMERGENCY  
HOTLINE (WITHIN AUSTRALIA):

+61 (0) 3-8508-5537

After business hours, leave a message with our live  
answering service. State that you have an emergency  
and give the name of your expedition, your name, the  
location from which you are calling, and if possible, a  
phone number where you can be reached. An Earthwatch  
staff person will respond to your call within one hour.

mailto:hotelregismasaya@hotmail.com
mailto:earthwatch@healix.com


MESSAGE FROM 
EARTHWATCH
DEAR EARTHWATCHER, 

Thank you for joining this expedition! We greatly appreciate your decision to contribute to hands-on environmental  
science and conservation. 

As an Earthwatch volunteer, you have the opportunity to create positive change. And while you’re out in the field working 
toward that change, we are committed to caring for your safety. Although risk is an inherent part of the environments in 
which we work, we’ve been providing volunteer field experiences with careful risk management and diligent planning for 
over 40 years. You’re in good hands. 

We hope this expedition will inspire you to get more involved in conservation and sustainable development priorities— 
not just out in the field, but also when you return home. We encourage you to share your experiences with others, and  
to transfer your skills and enthusiasm to environmental conservation efforts in your workplace, community, and home.

If you have questions as you prepare for your expedition, contact your Earthwatch office. Thank you for your support, 
and enjoy your expedition! 

Sincerely,

Larry Mason 
President and CEO



Earthwatch U.S. 
114 Western Ave. 
Boston, MA 02134
United States

info@earthwatch.org 
earthwatch.org

Phone: 1-978-461-0081 
Toll-Free: 1-800-776-0188 
Fax: 1-978-461-2332

Earthwatch Europe 
Mayfield House 
256 Banbury Rd.  
Oxford, OX2 7DE 
United Kingdom 

info@earthwatch.org.uk 
earthwatch.org

Phone: 44-0-1865-318-838 
Fax: 44-0-1865-311-383

Earthwatch Australia 
126 Bank St. 
South Melbourne, 
VIC 3205 
Australia

earth@earthwatch.org.au 
earthwatch.org

Phone: 61-0-3-9016-7590 
Fax: 61-0-3-9686-3652

Earthwatch Japan 
Food Science Bldg. 4F 
The University of Tokyo 
1-1-1, Yayoi, Bunkyo-ku 
Tokyo 113-8657, Japan

info@earthwatch.jp 
earthwatch.org

Phone: 81-0-3-6686-0300  
Fax: 81-0-3-6686-0477

mailto:info@earthwatch.org
www.earthwatch.org
mailto:info@earthwatch.org.uk
www.earthwatch.org
mailto:earth@earthwatch.org
www.earthwatch.org
mailto:info@earthwatch.jp
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